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Deb Davis  
 
 
As President of the Montville Village Association it gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you to the 2018 Montville Australia Day Breakfast. 
 
I would like to start proceedings this morning by acknowledging that we are gathered here 
today on Jinibara land and on behalf of the MVA I pay my respects to all Jinibara people 
both past, present and future and their ongoing connection to the Blackall Range. 
 
This land has long been a place of gathering, bringing Aboriginal people from all over 
South East Queensland and Northern New South Wales to share in the bounty of the 
Bunyas that grow prolifically in this area.  This is a place where people from afar were 
welcomed, food and ideas were shared and important business and ceremony conducted. 
It is in respecting this spirit of gathering that we come here today. 
 
Each year we gather here to commemorate Australia Day, to reflect on our history and 
contemplate what it means to be Australian and who we want to be.  I thought it was time 
we took this opportunity to revisit our history.   
 
January 26th, 1788 was the day that Captain Arthur Phillip landed in Sydney Cove, 
accompanied by a small group of officers and marines. They raised the Union Jack and 
drank to the health of the King and to the success of the new Colony. On 7th February, 
formal government was declared and the British penal colony of New South Wales was 
established along the east coast of what was then known as New Holland.   
 
Depending on where you were standing that day, these events had a dramatically different 
significance. For those drinking to the King, it meant embarking on the difficult task of 
establishing and maintaining order amongst the convicts and soldiers whilst trying to 
establish a self-sustaining colony and possibly a new nation.  For those Aboriginal people 
watching from the trees it marked the beginning of often violent dispossession by British 
colonists who did not acknowledge their sovereign rights as First Nations People.  
 
Over the following century the process of colonising the land was experienced and 
understood in very different ways.  
 
Think about all the different people that were part of this history.  The convicts, army 
officers and the free settlers who came to start again, the gold miners who came to try 
their luck, the indentured labourers from China, India, and later the South Sea Islands, and 
the many different Aboriginal peoples.  
 
Each group encountered and responded to the events of our colonial history in very 
different ways.  All of these experiences have contributed to the formation of our nation.  
  
If we are to celebrate the formation of Australia as a nation we need to celebrate the 
federation of six competing colonies to form the Commonwealth of Australia. In 1885, 
these six colonies embarked on the long road to federation.  They formed the Federation 
Council, conducted a series of conventions and referendums and drafted The 
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Bill.  This bill was then passed in British 
Parliament and given approval by Queen Victoria and thus the Commonwealth of Australia 
was established on 1st January 1901.  It doesn’t sound very exciting - there were no great 



rebellions, uprisings or a grand Bill of Rights, just a bunch of blokes who agreed on how 
our nation would be governed.  
 
The infant nation of Australia was a great social experiment and our laws reflected the 
concerns and pre-occupations  of the day. Unlike Great Britain, working class men and 
women could vote, we had a secret ballot, there was an eight hour work day and a system 
to ensure that a man could earn a wage that would keep himself and his family in frugal 
comfort. Just fifty years prior, these were dangerous ideas that could get you transported.   
At this point Australia had one of the highest standards of living in the world. 
 
The Federation also brought us the White Australia Policy.  This meant that the use of 
South Sea Islander labour in the Queensland cane fields was abolished and immigration 
was limited to people of European origin. Aboriginal people were still not recognised as full 
citizens of this country. It was an imperfect start.  However, the fathers of Federation left 
us with a great legacy; they gave us the institutions and tools of democracy, the power to 
improve and change our laws and, where necessary, our constitution. 
 
As we evolve and our values change, so do our laws.   
 
During the course of the twentieth century, the White Australia policy was abandoned and 
new waves of migration from all parts of the globe occurred.   Aboriginal people were 
counted as citizens and given the vote.  We still have some way to go but we are getting 
there.   
 
We have inherited our history, we cannot change it.  We do, however, have the power to 
ensure that injustices of the past are recognised and not perpetuated.   
 
As a nation, we are a work in progress that we all have the privilege of being able to 
participate in.  We have the capacity and the great responsibility to do better for future 
generations.  
 
We all come to this day from different perspectives and understandings. It is, however, 
very important for us to celebrate a national day where we reflect on our past, appreciate 
our present and look towards our future.  
 
These themes are also reflected in our local community.  We come from many different 
background and views. We all appreciate the beauty and peace of this place we share. 
Community is something that we all contribute to - it is not something we consume.  It is 
our collective responsibility to build our community and make it a place that is inclusive 
and supportive of all our community members.  
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